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OPERATION IDENTIFICATION

OPERATION I.D. is a nationwide effort
of law enforcement agencies in cooperation
with the citizens and the businesses they
serve. The goal is to reduce property theft
through an identification system. The
purpose behind marking your property is
twofold. First, it acts as a deterrent because
marked items are harder to sell. The
warning stickers in particular let a possible
thief know that an item is marked and
makes it less attractive. Secondly, if an item
is ever stolen and is recovered, it aids
tremendously in getting your property back
to you. Often property is left unclaimed
because the police cannot locate the owner.
It also shows proof of ownership and even
the thief can claim an item if it is not
properly marked. Making a list of your
property also has a double purpose. It not
only gives you a reference if property is
stolen, but in case of a fire, you also have a
list you can provide your insurance
company. For this reason we recommend
you have two lists, one to keep at home
and one to keep in a safety deposit box or
in another safe place away from home. Be
sure and keep the list at home in a place
where a burglar cannot find it and use it for
a shopping list.

WHAT NUMBER SHOULD I USE?
We recommend you engrave your driver’s
license number, and the state it was issued
in (ex. TX12345678DL). Social security
numbers are very hard to trace and do not
serve any useful purpose. A driver’s license
number allows any officer coming across

marked property to run the number and
verify who the property belongs to
immediately.

WHERE DO I PUT THE NUMBER?
The best way to number an item is in two
places. One number should be in a very
visible place, such as on the top of a stereo
cabinet. This will show the thief the item
is indeed numbered. A second number
should be placed in an obscure place such
as on the bottom. Although most thieves
do not take the time to remove the numbers,
the second one will help to ensure your
number remains on the item. Be sure and
place these numbers on areas where a piece
of the item cannot be removed thus
removing the number. If you ever want to
sell the item, the new owner can engrave a
single line through your number and
engrave his number next to yours. This will
show there is no attempt to conceal an old
number and the police can trace a line of
ownership.

WHAT ITEMS SHOULD I MARK?
Anything of value should have your
number engraved on it. Not only do you
stand a better chance of recovering an item
if it is marked, but it becomes valuable
evidence if we can fine it in a suspect’s
possession.

WHAT INFORMATION IS NEEDED?
When you make your list, you need to
include a complete description of the item
such as make, color, size, features, etc. Be
sure to include the model number and any
serial number applied by the manufacturer.

WHAT IF I CAN’T MARK AN ITEM?
Property such as jewelry, antiques,
silverware, etc. which cannot be marked
because they would lose their value or be
damaged should be photographed or
videotaped. Make two prints so you can
keep one with each list. When videotaping,
you can also narrate saying where it was
purchased, for how much, etc.

WHAT ABOUT MARKING GUNS?
Well manufactured guns have a serial
number stamped in a certain place where
officers know to look. Even if it is filed off
they can use an acid which can raise the
numbers. If you still want to mark the gun,
do so under a grip or forearm where it will
not detract from the weapon. Be sure to
have all this information on the list,
including caliber, make, barrel length, etc.

DON’T FORGET THE GARAGE.
Many thefts and burglaries involve tools
and other items stored in the garage and
other outside storage areas. Mark lawn
mowers, tools, etc. so you can accurately
report these if they are stolen.

The Police Department has engravers
which they can lend out for short periods
of time or you may want to purchase one
for yourself. Once you have marked your
property, be sure and place warning stickers
available from the Police Department on
outside doors and windows. This will let
burglars know you have marked your
property and make you less of a target.

College Station
Police Department

2611 A Texas Avenue South
College Station, TX 77840

General information: ........ 979-764-3579
Crime Prevention: ............. 979-764-3573
Emergency: ........................................ 911
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